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About this Guide

Welcome to the free version of The Players Guide to Online Poker.  This guide will help you succeed in online 
Texas Hold'em poker.

This poker guide is for players of all experience, levels and focuses mainly on the nuances of online poker. To 
keep the guide concise, I chose to give you specific information about online poker without touching on too many 
aspects of the game. If you are looking for poker strategy there are many books out there.  Check out appendix 
D, which includes a list of books in the appendix D that every player should have in their personal library.  I have 
also included some tips and secrets that most online poker players are not aware of. You will find numerous links 
to great information relating to other aspects of the game.  If you're interested in strategy and general poker 
knowledge, check out the links in appendix B     & C  .   If you are new to poker I have included references to 
several popular websites with free articles on strategy, tips and basic poker knowledge. Check out appendix E. 
Be sure to take advantage of these poker websites as they contain a huge wealth of information and are 
completely free.

To navigate this guide I have linked each article and chapter in the table of contents.  To return to the Table of 
Contents, use the link at the bottom left of each page.  Look for the TIP sections.  They include some very useful 
ideas.

This year I have included 2 bonuses - a free poker tournament blind timer and an appendix on running your 
own home poker tournament. I have had many people email me saying they were complimented on how well 
their home game went with the use of the free timer and home game information.

If you would like to add any information or would like clarification please email me!

Good Luck! Enjoy the guide! 

2RIVER_NUTs
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The Online Poker Boom

Poker popularity has hit epic proportions.  With tournaments running 24 hours a day.  This due in part to a guy 
named Chris Moneymaker, who in 2003, accomplished an unprecedented feat.  Moneymaker won a $40 
tournament through the online poker site PokerStars.  This earned him a $10,000 seat at the  World Series of 
Poker* main event in Las Vegas.  After beating another large field of players, Moneymaker beat Sam Farha 
heads up at the main event to take the 1st place prize of $2.5 million US.

In 2004, Greg Raymer, accomplished an even greater feat.  Raymer entered the WSOP* online (also through 
PokerStars) and beat 2575 players to win $5 million US.  Then in 2005, Joe Hachem, won $7 million at the 
World Series main event.  In the 2006 WSOP*, Jamie Gold beat a staggering field of 8773 players to win $12 
million.  Three of the 9 players at the main event final table entered through PokerStars.  They each won over a 
million dollars.

Online poker began in 1999, but became more popular when Moneymaker won the 2003 World Series main 
event.  Shows like the World Poker Tour , Professional Poker Tour and High Stakes Poker have increased 
poker's exposure and brought a large number of new players to the game.  

There are tournaments for a little as $1 that pay out millions of dollars, with something for everyone.  If you are 
interested in making the World Series of Poker* or even the World Poker Tour, but don't want to pay the big 
entry fees...don't worry.  Many of the online sites offer low buy-in tournaments that give seats into many land 
based tournaments.  Whatever your interest, there is a game or tournament online waiting for you right now!

Online poker has a lot to offer.  It has come a long way in a very short time, and it's here to stay.

*World Series of Poker and WSOP are trademarks of Harrah's License Company, LLC ("Harrah's"). Harrah's does 
not sponsor or endorse, and is not associated or affiliated with, www.texasholdem-sites.com or its products,  
services, promotions or tournaments. 
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Chapter I – Getting Started in Online Poker

In this chapter, I talk about what you will need to start playing poker online, how to find a site, how to download 
the software and what to look for when signing up for the first time.  If you are uncomfortable or are hesitant to 
try live poker, online poker is a great way to introduce yourself to the game.

What You Will Need to Play Online

You will need a computer with either a Windows or MAC operating system. 

Most sites require the following minimum system requirements:

• Microsoft Windows 98, ME, 2000 or XP 
• 400MHz Pentium or faster CPU with at least 128MB of RAM 
• Minimum screen resolution of at least 800 by 600 pixels 
• At least 30MB of free disk space 

An internet connection will be needed to access the online poker rooms'.  Although I wouldn't want to be in any 
large buy-in tournaments or high limit cash games on dial-up.  Obviously, the faster the connection the better, 
although most light cable services will suffice.  Most online sites have policies regarding disconnections.  In the 
past they allowed 1 disconnect per tournament, now most sites don't offer any disconnect protection because 
too many players tried to take advantage of it.

Once you are set up with a computer and internet connection, you will need to visit an online poker room and 
download their software.  I will talk about this in the next chapter.  For a complete list of poker rooms, refer to 
Appendix E at the end of the guide.

 

Choosing an Online Poker site

There are numerous online poker rooms to choose from.  Some differences among the sites include;  software 
features, game types, graphics, character and avatar features, and number of players at the site.

The best way to choose an online poker room is to try it out.  It's as simple as downloading the free software, 
signing up and joining a table.  I will explain this in more detail on the next few pages.  As well, I will show you 
how to get a free cash sign up bonus at each site.  Take a look at some sites in my review chart on the next 
page...
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Online Poker Site Review Chart 

Poker Room Bonus 
Match

Sign Up 
Bonus

Bonus Code
(use  at 
sign up)

Download Minimum 
deposit

Accepts US 
players

Overall 
rating *

Full Tilt Poker 
(US friendly)

100% $600 rivernuts Free Software $50 YES 10

Poker Stars 
(US friendly)

100% $50 Click Here Free Software $10 YES 9.5

Poker.com 
(US friendly)

100% $100 Click Here Free Software $10 YES 9.0

CarbonPoker 
(US friendly)

100% $200 Click Here Free Software $10 YES 8.5

Ultimatebet 
(US friendly)

100% $650 bonusmoney Free Software $20 YES 8.0

Party Poker  

20%

$50

$100

50BONUS

WOW100

Free Software

Free Software
$25 NO 7.5

Doyle's Room 35% Click 
Here

Click Here Free Software $55 NO 7

PokerRoom 40% $200 poker200 Free Software $10 NO 7

Paradise 
Poker

25% $50 Click here Free Software $20 NO 6

World Poker 
Tour Online

100% £325 wpt325 Free Software £20 NO 5

• based on authors experience, knowledge and interaction with each online site, including bonus amount,  software features and number of players in 
database.
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Downloading and Installing the Software 

Most poker sites use free downloadable software for their online poker rooms. This means that all images and 
sounds load from your computer when you play. This increases the speed and playability of the game, and 
saves you from downloading all the game data each time you want to play poker online. 

Generally, on startup, the site will look for software updates, as most of the sites are continually updating and 
improving their software. Some sites even change the look of the table and characters occasionally. 

Downloading Instructions

The following instructions are common with most poker rooms for downloading the software. The 
example below is how to install Carbon Poker Software. 

Internet Explorer: 

1. Click here   to visit the download page. Then click the FREE DOWNLOAD button to start the download and select "Run" or "Save" 
on the File Download pop-up window. 

2. If you selected "Run", Internet Explorer will automatically launch the Setup program once the download is complete. Follow the 
directions to finish the installation. 

3. If you selected "Save" choose a location to save Poker.exe. Once the download is complete, locate and run Poker.exe and follow 
the directions to finish the installation. If you can not find where you saved the file, go to the Start menu > Search > Files or Folders 
and enter Poker.exe. 

4. Once the software is installed, double-click the "CarbonPoker.com" icon on your desktop, or run it from your Start menu 
(Start > Programs > CarbonPoker.com). You will now be able to create an account and start playing at CarbonPoker.com. 

Firefox: 

1. Click here   to start the download and select "Save" on the download pop-up window and click "Ok". 
2. If you have your Firefox Download Options set to "Ask me where to save every file", select an easy to remember location (such as 

the desktop) and click "Save". You can check your download options in Firefox by going to Tools > Options > Downloads 
3. Once the download is complete, locate and run Poker.exe and follow the directions to finish the installation. If you can not find 

where you saved the file, go to the Start menu > Search > Files or Folders and enter Poker.exe. 
4. Once the software is installed, double-click the "CarbonPoker.com" icon on your desktop, or run it from your Start menu (Start > 

Programs > CarbonPoker.com). You will now be able to create an account and start playing at CarbonPoker.com. 

Online Security

Many people worry about whether it is safe to play online poker.  Fear of theft or collusion are deterrents for 
some players.

However, these poker rooms don't want to lose you as a player. They understand that if the word got out that 
their software was causing players problems, or the security of their site was compromised, they would be the 
next .com bust! These sites are making a lot of money, they don't want to jeopardize this by upsetting their 
customers.   As a result, they are extremely careful about ensuring account security and fair play at the tables.

The most reputable online sites are permit holders under the Kahnawake Gaming Commission and abide by the 
commissions rules and regulations. From the Kahnawake Gaming Commissions site, they state: 

The Commission is empowered to regulate and control gaming and gaming related 
activities conducted within and from the Mohawk Territory of Kahnawake in 
accordance with the highest principles of honesty and integrity. 
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The committee's site also has a complaint submission page for “facilitating appropriate 
solutions between complainants and operators”. 

First Time On a Site

The very first time you run a poker site's software, it will ask you to download the latest update.  After the 
download is complete, you will see the login page.  For example below, you will see the login page of Poker 
Stars (one of the largest online poker rooms).

Figure 1 – Login screen for Poker Stars 

The Login button on the bottom right is your starting point.  The following 
screen will pop up next...

If it is your first time at the site, you will need to create a New Account.  Click 
the “Create New Account” button.  Fill out the required information including, 
User ID, password, name, address etc.  Be sure to enter a valid email address. 
It will be used to confirm your account before playing.  

TIP - If you don't want to use your main or home email address, you can always create a new email address with 
Yahoo or Google's gmail.  They are both free and can be accessed from anywhere.
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Taking Advantage of the Free Cash Bonus

Most online rooms offer a free cash bonus to entice you to play on their tables and in their tournaments.  The 
bonus can vary from $25 – $650 or higher.  

Tip – Joining several sites and taking advantage of their bonus offers will give your bankroll an easy boost.  

To access this extra cash, use a bonus code from the Poker Site Review Chart  and enter it in the site's bonus 
code field.  Even if you are not sure about playing for real money, I recommend entering the bonus code, in case 
you change your mind.  Then you will still be able to collect the bonus.  For example a site like Full Tilt Poker 
offers a $600 bonus when you enter the bonus code RIVERNUTS at sign up. Refer to the Poker Site Review 
Chart for a list of sites that offer the free bonus.  For more  Bonus Codes visit TexasHoldem-sites.com online 
or visit the links in Appendix E.  

Full Tilt Poker's “create new account” screen has a place to enter the bonus code...see below.

Choosing Your Name and Avatar

Each poker room you sign up at requires you to choose a name to play under.  Take some time and pick a good 
one.  A lot of players use the underscore “_”  or a space to get a name that may already be taken.  Or you can 
try using a number at the front or back.  I have even seen XX at the front and end of a name to make it more 
unique.  Keep in mind that once you choose your name, most sites don't let you change it.  If you do well in 
tournaments your name will also be displayed in many places.  And if you are successful enough to win a large 
tournament or a satellite to something like a World Poker Tour event or the World Series of Poker you probably 
don't want to be known as PoopySocks89...although people would remember you!  

Poker Stars allows you to upload a JPEG or GIF file to be displayed beside your name while playing.  They 
previously allowed you to change your picture once.  To be safe, check with the site you sign up with.  Most sites 
don't let you change it, so again I suggest you take some time to pick something you can live with.  Some sites 
allow you to choose from several preset avatars.  

Table of Contents  ------  Full Tilt Poker  -   Poker Stars  -  Poker.com  -  Ultimatebet  -  CarbonPoker

http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=texasholdem-sites.com
http://www.texasholdem-sites.com/bonuscodes.html
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1
http://www.ultimatebet.com/index.html?ubAffilID=1939
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0f535133a092db74fe/
http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=texasholdem-sites.com
http://www.fulltiltpoker.com/?key=MDAwMDA1MjQwMDAwMjc3QTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDA-


The Lobby

Take some time and familiarize yourself with the lobby buttons.  From figure 1 above, notice on the login page 
(red circles) I have selected “Sit & Go” and “1-table”.  You can see that there is a large selection of game and 
table type.  Just below those button you will see the tables available to you from your selections.  Clicking one of 
these table brings you to a tournament lobby(in this case the blue highlighted Hold'em NL $10+1 table).  From 
there you can see all the information about the tournament.  This is also the page at which you register for the 
tournament.

The Tables

Each table in the lobby will show the game type, game style, buy-in or blind size, number of players entered or 
sitting, max players allowed and, for ring games, the average pot size and percentage of players that see the 
flop.  Clicking any of the tables will open the lobby page for the tournament or table for a cash game.  A “register” 
or “take a seat” button should appear (if you're logged in).

What Should You Play?

Most sites offer Hold'em, Omaha, Stud and Razz.  I suggest you decide which one you would like to play and 
focus on that game only.  Starting with one game allows you to get a good grasp of it, before moving on to other 
types.  Don't stretch yourself with more than one game type at first.  It will hurt your game and bank roll in the 
long run.

Texas Hold'em is a game that is very popular on tv, online and in the casinos.  It's an easy game to learn.  I 
would suggest hold'em as a starting game for most players.  Because of it's popularity and ease you can find a 
game anywhere.  

There are 3 types of game structures that you can choose from. 

Limit – each bet is fixed and can only be raised by the same amount.  An easy game to start with.  
Losses won't be as large

Pot limit – you can bet more than in limit, but no more than the pot in play.  More skill is required than in 
limit poker.

No-limit – the cadillac of poker.  Bets can be any amount.  All-in is every chip in front of you pushed into 
the pot.  A more complex game, the type of poker found in the World Series main event in 
Vegas.  Bigger swings of your bankroll are likely.

Limit is a good starting place.  Once you grasp the game move on and try no-limit.  Most tournaments are no-
limit.  Which brings me to the last choice you need to make.  Tournaments or cash games (ring games)?  

In a cash game you are playing with your own money on the table.  A no-limit cash game is a game that could 
become very costly if you don't know what you are doing.  A no-limit, 25-50 cent game with a max buy-in of $25 
is a good starter.  There is some logic to always sitting down with the maximum allowed, although it may not 
always be necessary.  You can easily intimidate and threaten a player all-in.  If you sit down with less then the 
max, you are limiting your threat and your ability to win more money.  My advice would be to read a few books 
on no-limit play, as it is a very complex game.  See appendix D at the back for books I recommend.  

Starting with low “limit” cash games and tournaments allows you to move up in limits anytime you want.  It won't 
be as hard on your bankroll to start and will give you some time to get some experience and get accustomed to 
the game.

Tournaments are the most popular choice online.  There is something about the competition in a tournament 
that makes it so enjoyable.  They are fun to play, competitive and have great payout potential.  Of all the 
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tournaments I have played, I think the single table sit-n-go is the best investment.  You get a variety of 
experience from them, as well as good odds to make some cash.  To win a single table sit-n-go  you will need to 
exercise different poker muscles.  It has all the feel of a large tournament with early, mid, late, bubble, short 
handed, final table and heads up play.  You can easily gain valuable experience at all of these facets of a 
tournament that would take you a very long time to gain in live poker.  

The following are 3  of the most common types of online tournaments: 

Freerolls – tournament where the site adds some money to a prize pool, although it costs you nothing to enter. 
This is great tournament experience for those that have never played,  and you have the potential to win some 
cash.  Some sites run $1 and $2 tournaments.  The prize pool is larger and you don't have all of the play money 
players in them.  Usually as soon as there is a $ value to the buy-in, you weed out a lot of reckless players.  

Sit-N-Goes
Single tables -  take about an hour and are really good for gaining short handed and heads up experience. 
Usually the top 3 players are paid out. (a $5 table would pay out $50 to 1st, $15 to 2nd, $10 to 3rd )
Multi-table – generally 2 or more tables, with larger pay outs to more players.  After trying the single tables, try a 
3 or 4 table tourney.  Eventually you can work your way up to a large multi – 1000 player or more tournaments. 
They pay out large amounts and require discipline and focus. 

Satellites – these are tournaments that allow you to earn an entry into a larger tournament.  For example, the 
World Series of Poker satellites will earn you a $10,000 or more buy-in amount for the main event in Las Vegas. 
You can find very low limit WSOP buy-in satellites at Poker Stars and Full Tilt Poker.   

Some people believe that “play money” poker is a waste of time.  I have a different theory.  I suggest that the 
very first time on a site (and for the first while) start with “play money”.   Once you have a grasp of the site and 
features you can always change to real money.  But don't take the quality of players in “play money” as a signal 
of how the game is played.  Most “play money” players will bet and call to the river quite often.  Try one of the 45 
players “play money” sit-n-go tournaments at Poker Stars or the 90 player tournaments at Full Tilt Poker. 
After the all-in players are gone (usually in the first hand or two) the remaining players should be good 
competition for you.  You will gain some very good experience that you can soon bring to the real money games. 

Just keep in mind the game will change when you switch to “real money”.  You will be respected more for your 
actions.  Players will be more serious than with “play money”.  It is important to realize that if you intend to be a 
good poker player you will need to make that switch.  The game of poker is a real money game.  

Putting Money Online

The Cashier button will give your current account balances, as well offer deposit and withdrawal options.  The 
following are the most common, safe, secure and easy methods of depositing.

Epassporte InstantEchecks Click2Pay

CashTransfer Maestro Neteller

Visa MasterCard MoneyBookers
 
Each poker site is different, so be sure to check with them as to which of the above processors are offered.  It is 
impressive to note that  Poker Stars is very upfront about where your money is held once you deposit. From 
their site they state:

PokerStars players' poker money and account balances are held in segregated accounts and not  
used for any of PokerStars' operational expenses. These segregated accounts are managed by a 
leading European bank. The arrangements ensure that PokerStars can at all times fulfill its 
monetary obligations toward its online poker players, and will provide further reassurance that  
players' funds are always secure with PokerStars. 
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Chapter III – Adjusting to the World of Online Poker

Choosing a Game and Sitting in Your Seat
Before you begin your road to poker success, take some time to familiarize yourself with the information 
and software features in the following paragraphs.

To join a table, first decide if you want to play a tournament or a ring game (cash game).  Both are 
available at “play table” (which I suggest is a good place to learn about the software and game action). 
Tournaments can take anywhere from an hour for a single table sit-n-go to 5-6 hours for a large multi-
table tournament with hundreds of players.  To get things started -  Select “Holdem”, “no limit” or “pot 
limit”, and then double click a table.  Take a seat and choose how many chips to sit at the table with. 
Once you have joined the action and are sitting in, you can begin to check out the many options to 
customize your game.  Most features can be accessed on the lobby screen, and some on the table your 
are sitting at.  It just depends on the poker room.

TIP – Get to know the software and options at the site you are playing at.  Play money 
is the best way to do this.  Be sure to check out all of the options that are offered. 
Learn how to read the bet and pot amounts and where they are located.  Learn how to 
use the action buttons and how to raise a specific amount.  This is covered in detail 
further in this chapter.

TIP – Start with play money until you feel comfortable before venturing into REAL 
money.  When you do make the move, start at low limits and work your way up. 
Anytime you feel out of your league you can easily jump down to a level that you are 
more comfortable with.  For tournaments, try a few freerolls.  These types of 
tournaments are a lot of fun and will get you accustomed to tournament play.

The Speed of the Game

Online poker is a much quicker game then “live” games you may see in your local casino.  In the casino 
games you could see anywhere from 30-40 hands an hour.  Online you will see from 70 – 100 hands an 
hour.  Experienced players who play multiple tables at once can see hundreds of hands an hour.  The 
more hands an hour, the more pots won and more wins equals more profits.  It also can mean more 
losses.  But generally, good players over the long run will benefit from the speed of online poker.

Speed is also controlled by allowing a player a specific amount of time to act in turn.  If they don't choose 
an action in time, their hand is folded.  A player is then shown “away” (or sitting out) and a button appears 
allowing the player to rejoin the game.  

Tip -   Watch for players who frequently “sit out” or “away”.  Some players use this as a 
strategy and sit out until they have a big hand.  Right after the cards are dealt they join 
the game.  Beware...they probably have a good hand.  

Most of the time a player “sitting out” or “away”, is busy getting a snack or drink, using the washroom, on the 
phone, at work or just not paying attention.  

Tip – If the “away” player is the big blind and you are in late position, a raise will often win 
you the pot (as long as no other player stayed in the hand).  Any time you are heads up 
in a pot and a player shows “away” or is sitting out...BET right away, no matter what you 
have.

If you need a bit of extra time to make a tough decision, most sites have a time bank you can access.  A button 
to access the time bank can be clicked by the player and will display a time countdown.  If you don't use up all of 
your time bank before you decide, you will be able to use the remainder later.
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Players from All Around the World

Since you can access an online poker room from anywhere in the world, you can expect to be playing players 
from all over the globe.  

Tip – Move your mouse over a player and their country and city will appear.  Ask players 
what time it is where they are playing.  You can get some great info from this.  Maybe it's  
4am for your opponent.  Probably tired and not very alert.  Now you know who you can 
take advantage of.

On a vacation or away on business, don't forget your laptop.  The software you downloaded for free is just 
waiting for you to login and join your favorite game.  Don't own a laptop?  No problem.  Some sites allow you to 
play online using a web only format.  No downloading is required, so it's perfect for a public access computer. 
However, a downloaded poker game is more efficient and stable. 

Removing the Distractions
To play great poker you will need to focus on the game.  Talk to the pros and you will often hear how they eat, 
sleep and drink poker, 24/7.  Distractions like checking email and surfing the net are just going to take away from 
your game, cost you money and make for bad poker playing.  You need to pay attention to the players and the 
way they bet, how often they see the flop and with what cards.  You can't exactly do that if you aren't watching 
when you are not in a hand.  

Online Poker Etiquette 

There is an etiquette in online poker which is quite different from live poker.  (Click here for live poker etiquette) 
Online, the following are considered bad etiquette;

✔ Intentionally slowing the game down
✔ Bad-mouthing or antagonizing another player using the chat feature
✔ Chatting about the hand in play when you have folded
✔ Colluding
✔ Asking another player to check down a hand while a player is all-in (most sites block chat when one player is 

all-in)
✔ Sitting out or “away” but still watching the game, waiting for a big hand.
✔ Giving advice while a hand is in play
✔ During a multi-table tournament close to the money, asking players to slow their table down to allow others 

to get busted out first

TIP – If a player shows their hand after you have folded to them, give them a “nice hand” 
or “good bet” in the chat window.  This will encourage them to keep showing their hands 
to you...and that is free valuable information.

Setting up Your Online Game

With a few clicks of the mouse you can have your game set up like you have been playing for years.  Some of 
the following suggestions can save you in the long run.

Buttons
Have you ever played 2 tables at once and accidentally folded the wrong table when you should have raised? 
Next time, slide one table over slightly to prevent the buttons from overlapping.  Most sites now allow different 
sizing of tables.  Place your mouse over the bottom right corner of  a table and adjust it to the size you prefer.
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Tip - Do you have an extra monitor at hand?  How about a LCD TV?  Either way, hook up 
the LCD or extra monitor into the side connection of your laptop.  On the desktop, right 
click and select properties – settings.  Select the 2nd monitor icon and then click off the 
“Extend my Windows desktop on to this monitor” option.  Click apply and 
OK.  Now you can slide a table onto the other monitor and also have one up on your 
laptop.

Acting in Turn
The great thing about online poker is the advance button options.  Before it's your turn, you can select your 
action before it even gets to you.  This speeds up the game for everyone.  You get to see more hands and more 
pots (and hopefully more wins).   You can use this feature to your advantage, as well.  If everyone has seen you 
auto check/fold often, when you do pause to make a decision it may cause concern to the observant players. 
With a less than premium hand, you can appear to have a monster.  Players may give you respect, allowing you 
to take a pot without the best hand.

Reading the bets
You can place your mouse over the chips a player bets out with.  An amount should appear, or you can read it in 
the game information in the bottom left action screen.   Once you play for a bit, you will be able to tell a bet just 
from looking at the chips a player throws out or you can place your mouse over the chips for a displayed count. 
Look for the area where it tells you the pot amount.  This will help in calculating pot odds quickly.   

The Chat Window
When you first start playing online, try to refrain from chatting.  More than likely you will only draw attention to the 
fact that you are a newbie.  Once you get to know the online lingo and abbreviations, you will want to appear like 
you have been playing for years.  Players will take advantage of you if they know you are new to online poker.  

Change the Deck Color
Online poker moves at a fast pace.  Being able to read the board quickly will help your game.  One feature that 
will help you is the 4 color deck.  Selecting this feature will change the deck from black and red to one color per 
suit.   You will be able to quickly see that flush draw and play accordingly.  You can also change the color of the 
deck when the cards are face down.  Sometimes you may want the cards to be a stark contrast to the table in 
order to see who is in the hand.  If the card color is close to the table color you may be thinking you are heads up 
when suddenly a third player reraises you.  They were there the whole time but because your card color was 
similar to the table you missed them.  

Big Stacks, Big Pots and Big Cards
No. I am not talking about winning the big pots with big pairs.  I am referring to a software feature that allows the 
cards to appear larger.  It makes it easier to see, especially on a laptop or for playing multiple tables.  

Are you missing in Action?
If the hand went by too quickly you can always see what people typed or who won by looking closer at the Chat 
Action Screen (usually in the bottom left of the screen).   Choosing “chat only” allows you to look back over what 
people were typing.  Choosing “table action details” allows you to see each players actions on the previous 
hands.  Some sites like  Poker Stars show your individual statistics on your hands.  This is a nice feature that 
shows if you are playing too many hands or if you are always getting beat on the river.  Remember, you always 
have the “hand history” feature to look back on previous action, but I will talk more about this later.

Making it to the Big Screen with One Table Play

You may want to change the size of table you are playing on.  Place your mouse over the bottom right corner of 
the table screen, and click once and drag your mouse.  You should be able to size the table from a ¼ screen 
size to full screen. 

Almost all sites allow you to change the appearance of the table.  Try right clicking over the table or checking out 
the options in the lobby.  You will be able to change the background colors or even background scenes to some 
pretty interesting environments.  Surprising enough, changing the table appearance is a handy feature.  You 
may prefer one scene over the next, especially to distinguish between your cash games and tournaments.  
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Part III – The Advantages of Online Poker

Making Player Notes

Online poker has many advantages over live poker.  One such feature is the ability to attach notes to a player 
during play.  The notes you make on a player will stay attached to them, so when you next encounter that player, 
you will be able to recall their play and be able to anticipate their moves.  

Tip – There isn't a lot of time to make long descriptions.  The more abbreviations you 
know, the easier you can detail a player's actions.  There is a good article here on the 
short-hand notation players use.

When making notes, adding the location of the player during the hand is important.  Using short-
hand notes like, OTB – on the button, BB – big blind, SB – small blind and UTG – under the gun 
(player seated left of BB), will help keep a clear picture of exactly what happened in that hand. 
You may notice a player frequently raising you on the BB.  They probably have been stealing and 
may deserve a play back if you hold an ACE or decent starting hand.

Tip – Beware...some sites store your notes with your login name on their servers. 
Therefore allowing you to access your notes from any computer anytime.  But some sites 
poker software stores your notes on your computer.  You still have access to your notes 
but not from another computer!  If you normally take notes while playing poker on your 
desktop, using your laptop on the road will prevent you from accessing your player notes. 
If you uninstall the site's software from your computer, you run the risk of losing your 
notes if they don't keep them on their server.  A quick email to the poker rooms support 
and you will know what note taking software you are using.

Almost all sites allow you to color code a player using their player notes features.  This can be a 
very quick and simple way to tag a player with a certain style. I like to select the color red for the 
aggressive player.  Green I use for a good or quality player.  Yellow for the calling stations.  You 
get the idea. The color usually appears by the player's image on the table, so it is always in plain 
view (unlike the notes which require you to click or hover your mouse over).

TIP – Now that you tagged the fish (easy player to win money from) with some notes, why not take 
advantage of another great online feature called “buddy list” or “find a player”.  If the site allows you to 
have a buddy list add the “fish” to yours.  Or keep track of his player name on paper or in a word file. 
Next time you go online, use the “find a player” feature and see if you can play with the “fish” again.  You 
might as well play with that players that keep giving you their money!  

Playing Several Tables at Once

Once you get the hang of playing online poker, you may desire to try more than one table at a time.  This is 
something exclusively unique to online poker.  It will allow you to double your hands per hour, as well as the 
flops you see, the good hands you catch, the pots you win and ultimately your profits!  If you enjoy playing just 
ring games, you will enjoy adding a second or even third table to your play.  Some players have been known to 
run more than 6 tables at once.  

Simply join more then one table or tournament.  Once a table pops up, resize each one using the bottom right 
corner of each table screen.  Just make sure the action buttons don't overlap.

Tip – Multi-table play using more than one monitor.  If you own a laptop and a 
desktop, you can quickly and easily set up 2 monitors at once.  Follow these directions: 
1. Plug in desktop monitor to the side of your laptop.
2. Right select on your laptop desktop “properties”.
3. Select the “settings” tab.
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4. Two monitors should appear (#1 and #2).  Select the #2 box by clicking once.  
5. Check off the box “extend my Windows desktop onto this monitor”.  Click the “apply” 
button then OK.
You should now be able to slide your mouse over to the 2nd monitor.  Join 2 tables and 
move 1 over to the 2nd monitor.  You could probably put up to 4 tables on each monitor 
bringing the total to 8 tables!! (see photo below) 

Online Poker Tells

You can't see your opponent's nervous twitch or their shaking hands when they push their chips into the pot.  But 
there are tells you should look for that may give you some information.

Speed of Play
The speed at which a player responds when it is their turn can give you information on their hand.  Generally a 
player with a strong hand will pause, then check. You also give tells in the way you play.  Remember that players 
can also place notes on you.  So if you hold a strong hand try a quick check.   

This can also work when bluffing.  With a poor hand...try pausing then check.  Follow with a quick bet when the 
next card comes out.  It is especially handy when an ACE hits the flop and you know the other player is not 
aggressive.  The key is to be deceptive and mix up your speed.  The advance action buttons can help show you 
as a tight player.  By selecting the fold or check/fold in advance for several hands, other players will get the 
impression you are tight.  Especially when you pause preflop with a big hand and then check.  They will give you 
some respect.

Folding a Check
As you know in poker, you never fold when you can check.  Only on “play money tables” will you be given a 
second chance when you try to fold when you can check.   You are not given this help in a “real money” game. 
You are expected to know you can check.  This is a tell on a very new player.  You could even try using this as a 
strategy.  You should still be aware of it.

For example, you are in the big blind with 7 – 2 off.  The flop is 4 T Q.  The chances of improving your hand are 
slim especially when there are 4 players behind you to act.  Anyone with KJ, 9T or even a Q is way ahead of 
you.  The small blind checks and you fold.   The players will now think you are new to the game of holdem.  You 
may get called more often because players believe you don't understand the game.  Or if you have shown you 
are a strong player, they will respect your future checks and bets from this position.  
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Showing Your Hand
Players tend to show their hands more frequently online.  Some players believe if they show their strong hands 
they will appear tight.  In later rounds they can use this to their advantage.  

By showing your cards you are giving away more information then you are receiving.  You definitely want to see 
the other player's cards for your own benefit.  Take for example the player in the small blind who raises you (in 
the big blind) by 5 times the big blind bet.  You fold your TJ and show AK. You now know this player is less likely 
to bluff you from the small blind.  Had they kept their cards concealed you wouldn't know if they bluffed or not.  

Creating an Online Image
No matter if you intend to or not, you develop an online image.  Taking control of your image is easy if you use a 
couple of the tips I mentioned earlier.  Take, for example, a player who raises from late position and steals the 
blinds, then shows their KK to all.  That same player raises again (the same amount) with 7-2 off or similarly bad. 
After stealing this pot they reveal their hand again to the table.  This time the players take note and will probably 
call you more in later rounds because of your 2 shown hands.  Now tighten up and you should grab some great 
pots!

Appearance is Everything
You can easily make your table believe you are someone new to the game or someone who is distracted easily. 
For instance the chat feature is great for setting people up.  Tell them you are watching the latest sporting event 
on the TV beside you.  Ask if anyone else is watching it?  They probably won't lie.  Meanwhile your full attention 
is on the game at hand and your opponents may think otherwise.  You will now know who is giving it their best 
game.  

TIP - Responding to someone's query about your hand.  You may respond to a player 
who is asking “what did you have?”, any way that helps promote your image.  Giving false 
information may help you.  When you hold QQ and raise 5 times the blinds, the others 
fold and one player takes a longer time to fold.  That same player then asks “what did you 
have?”.  You respond with TJ suited.  Now you made them think you are a loose-
aggressive player who can play anything.  Keep playing premium hands and this player 
will walk right into your future traps!

Statistics
Some players keep their own notes on each session of poker they play.  They might include statistics about 
hours played, tournament entries and place finished, date, win / losses and anything worth remembering later. 
Some sites keep statistics on your play for you.  Check in the lobby for a “statistics” tab.  

TIP – looking back on your stats, you may realize that you have been losing too much at 
the limits you are playing.  It may be a good time to play a lower limit game or buy-in 
tournament.

Seeing Your Opponents Mucked Hand

Would you like to see a players mucked hand?  Knowing a players starting hand after they have gone into the 
muck...wow this is very important information that you need to know.   It is probably the best kept secret in 
online poker.  I am going to tell you how to see their cards.

Most players will not know what you are about to read,  but it is maybe the single most important thing you need 
to know about online poker.  It will change the outcome of your game.  

Imagine yourself playing a live tournament and you are at the final table.  You are heads up in a hand 
with a player who has been very aggressive in late position.  You are on the big blind and your 
opponent raised 4 times the blind...the small blind folds.  You look down at KK and call.  The flop 
comes A J 9 all different suits.  You bet to see where you are and your opponent calls.  You are 
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thinking he may have an ACE and is trapping.  The turn is a KING.  You are golden and decide to 
check.  Your opponent bets ½ the pot.  You re-raise the pot and to your surprise...they call.  The river  
is a 7.  You are pretty sure you have the best hand but want to extract the most from this player.  You 
bet 2/3 of the pot.  The player takes their time and eventually calls.  Since you are the bettor, you 
show your hand.  The other player throws his hand into the muck.   What did he have?  Don't you 
want to know?  

Some casinos would allow you to see that player's hand if you asked, but only before it is thrown into the muck. 
If you asked in time and the dealer complied, you and everyone at the table would be shown the cards.  You 
then would have to deal with the fact that most players don't ask to see the cards.  Why?  In live poker, maybe 
its seen as weak.  I am not sure.  But you just don't see many players doing it.  

Now let's talk about that same hand online.  The player called your bet on the river and you win.  Your hand is 
shown but their's is mucked.  While everyone at the table is now on to the next hand, you are about to see what 
that player called with.

Every online poker room has a hand history feature that you should get familiar with.  It is within this hand history 
 that you will see your opponent's mucked hand.  Somewhere on the table you are playing at, will say “hand 
history” or “previous hand”...click this link.  Now find the hand in question and scroll down to the showdown. 
Beside your opponent's name, it will say something like “mucked' or similar and state their mucked hand.  You 
have just seen your opponent's mucked cards.  

In the hand below, from Poker Stars, you can see that player cloverleafME mucked Tc 6d.

 

Visit this page on Mucked Hands for more on where to find this information.

Remember what I said about asking to see a player's hand in live poker?  The entire table would see the hand. 
Well, not this time. You just checked the hand history and didn't have to show the table this valuable information. 
In fact, you can do this on every hand, especially the ones you aren't involved in.

Heads Up Poker

It is much easier to experience heads up poker online than in live poker.  There are even heads up poker 
tournaments online.  If you play a lot of single table sit-n-goes, you will get plenty of heads up experience.  Here 
are some things you should keep in mind when playing heads up poker online:

✔ Don't plan on winning every hand
✔ Don't play every hand.  A lot of poker players do.  Be selective. 
✔ Don’t play poor cards (anything better than Q-8 is considered playable). 
✔ Cut your losses, especially on the small pots, don't worry about losing a few
✔ Don't always raise with a big hand, mix it up, raise with a suited connector or pocket pair, but not too 

often
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✔ Fold your weak hands on the small blind, this will create a tight image
✔ Occasionally raise from the small blind
✔ When your opponent limps in on the small blind, occasionally raise on the big blind pre-flop, but not 

too often.  A raise of 3 or 4 times will simulate a very big hand.  You may only be able to do this once 
in a while. Beware, they may be trapping you. 

✔ Watch for the unusual bet from your opponent, if they normally raise 3 or 4 times the big blind but 
then come in for 6-8 times the blind...fold.

✔ Create an image that can be used later to set up the other player. 
✔ Keep them guessing.  Don’t be predictable. 
✔ If you are the low stack, don’t feel pressured to go all-in every hand.  You are only 1 or 2 hands away 

from winning. 
✔ Don’t call in the small blind.  Either fold or raise (the exception to this is limping with a big hand). 
✔ Trap with big hands and especially if you hit the nuts. 
✔ The first to bet will often win the hand. 

If you get beat on a few hands, don’t let it bother you.  Remember, if you are the bigger stack you only need one 
good hand to take your opponent out.  Keep your focus.  In heads up poker, the key is to mix up your play.  Keep 
your opponent guessing and you will see good results in your heads up poker game.

Online Poker Tournaments

One of the many differences between online and live tournaments is the ability to keep track of your position. 
Keeping track of your relative stack size, during an online tournament is quite easy.  In the tournament lobby it 
will show time remaining, starting player count, how many players remaining, time to next blind increase, top 
chip stack, average chip stack and your position relative to all players.  When you start to fall below the average 
stack you know you will have to take some more chances.  Similarly, knowing how many players remain and 
your relative position will determine your urgency to make a move.

Monitor your stack size regularly throughout the tournament.  Your game should be normal if you are average 
stack size or greater.  If you fall below the average size relative to the rest of the field or you fall to the lowest 
chip stack at your table, you should change your game to very aggressive.  

TIP – As a general rule, if you fall below 10 times the BB you should be moving all-in with 
any playable hand that comes your way.  

When you become short stacked it is often justified to move all-in.  Beware of other short stacks also justified in 
moving all-in against you.  It may be wise to call, then raise with a short stack still to act.  Save your chips in 
case they move all-in.  On the big blind you will see most short stacks move all-in,  especially when there is only 
one other player in the hand.  With a decent hand you may want to raise a short stack on the blinds to induce an 
all-in reply from them.  When you are the short stack, don't give up.  Fold the junk...hold out, the next hand may 
be your winning all-in move. 

The Bubble
The “bubble” is known as that point in a tournament where there is one more player then the number of positions 
that will be paid out.  In a single table sit-n-go that pays the top 3 positions, you are on the bubble with 4 players 
left.

As you get closer to this point in the tournament, you will notice players tightening up and not playing as many 
hands.  Ultimately, everyone wants to make the money.  This is a good opportunity for you to accumulate some 
extra chips.  Be careful not to jeopardize your entire stack without the best hand.  Aggression will definitely pay 
off here.  Try stealing the blinds. You don't want to be the next player out before making the money.

A lot of players will sit back and wait it out for the next player to get eliminated.  Use the tournament lobby to 
follow along with the other tables, taking note of the low chip players.  If you are involved in a hand and you 
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notice that there are 2 other players very low in chips, you may want to be careful with your chips.

TIP- When you need to gain some extra time and the hands are not being played hand 
for hand, knowing a few low stacked players will soon be out, use all of your available 
time when the action is on you.  In edition to the standard 15-20 seconds to act, some 
sites allow for a 60 second timer to be activated.  If you need a little extra time, even 
when you plan to fold, activate the additional timer or use up some of your extra time. 
To maximize this, you can time out (if you intended to fold your hand), and simply hit the 
“sit in” button to bring you back into the game.  Be prepared for some players to  scorn 
you for wasting time.  

During the bubble (and throughout the tournament), you must ask yourself, “do I want to make the money or win 
the tournament”.  If you just want to make the money, simply fold until the next player is out.  But that strategy 
won't win the tournament.  Most professional tournament players often say to win a large multi-player 
tournament, you will need to go all-in several times, win a few coin tosses and even suck out once or 
twice.  Aggression at this point will accumulate chips and bring you closer to a tournament win.

After the bubble, players will open up their aggression.  You will see them drop like flies moving all-in at every 
hand.  Move out of the way and let the dust settle.  You now are that much closer to the ultimate prize...winning 
the tournament.

Slow Playing the Nuts  

When you flop the nuts (the best possible hand), you want the players to stay in the hand so you can win their 
chips.  In early position, you may check hoping someone will bet and allow you to re-raise.   When you check, 
you may want to do it quickly so no one suspects your monster hand.  If someone does bet, you should pause 
briefly before calling or raising to push them off the hand (eg. You flop trips but there are 2 suited cards on the 
flop and are afraid of the flush draw).  Don't take too long.  You definitely don't want to time out.  

TIP – You just played a great hand.  Why not show someone?  Try this the next time 
you want to show you buddy the monster you flopped.   Hit the “PrtSc” key (on most 
keyboards – also known as “print screen”) located in the top right hand corner of your 
keyboard.  This places the image of your desktop into memory.  Now select the START 
menu then ALL PROGRAMS then ACCESSORIES and finally the program PAINT.  It is 
included in any Windows operating system.  Once the program has loaded...hit CTRL 
and V at the same time.  Your image should appear.  Now you can crop it to only the 
table or next time remember to hit ALT and PrtSC at the same time.  It will only grab the 
active window into memory.  Select file save as, name it and now you have an image of 
your fabulous hand!

Visit this page on Poker Screen Shots for more information on capturing a snapshot of your 
hand.
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Appendices

Appendix A

Free Home Poker Tournament Blind Timer
Impress your friends at your next home game.  Visit the Free Poker Timer for screen shots and features.
Simply Email a member of our team.

Information on Running Your Own Home Poker Tournament
If you want to run your own home poker tournament, you first need to determine how many poker chips you will 
need.  Depending on how many players you expect to have, a 500 or 1000 chip set should be purchased for 
home poker tournaments.  Most poker chips include a sturdy carrying case (easy to bring with you) and many 
include a dealer’s button, blind buttons and one or two decks of cards.  If you are planning a one table (8 – 11 
players) tournament, you will require at least 500 chips.  This allows enough chips for rebuys and add-ons.  For 
more than one table, or over 10 players, you should consider buying a 1000 chip set.   With this, you can host a 
one or two table tournament (16-20 players) without any difficulty.
The following steps are guidelines for setting up your own home tournament.  

1)  Determine how many players will be attending your tournament.  If possible, try to plan tables of at least 8 
players each (the standard is 10).

2)  Determine the amount of chips each player will receive.          1 Table          2 Table          3 Table

3)  Print a copy of the chip values.

4)  Review the blind structure.

5)  Review the payout structure.

6)  Print a copy of poker hand rankings if necessary.

7)  Get your free home game poker tournament blind timer software.  Simply Email a member of our team.  
Impress your friends at your next home game!  Preview the free poker blind timer.

8)  Review the home poker tournament rules.
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Appendix B

It is often said that the game of texas hold'em poker is an easy game to learn but can take a lifetime to master. 
Below you will find article links that will help you grasp the game.

Texas Holdem Poker Basics

Poker Pre-flop Starting Hands

Bad Poker Hands

Beginner Poker Mistakes

Poker Abbreviation Chart

Poker Slang
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Appendix C

Poker Technical Knowledge:

Visit the links below for specific information on the technical aspect of hold'em.

Live Poker Tells

Poker Odds

Poker Outs

Types of Poker Players

Table of Contents  ------  Full Tilt Poker  -   Poker Stars  -  Poker.com  -  Ultimatebet  -  CarbonPoker

http://www.texasholdem-sites.com/pokerplayertypes.html
http://www.texasholdem-sites.com/pokerouts.html
http://www.texasholdem-sites.com/pokerodds.html
http://www.texasholdem-sites.com/livepokertells.html
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1
http://www.ultimatebet.com/index.html?ubAffilID=1939
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0f535133a092db74fe/
http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=texasholdem-sites.com
http://www.fulltiltpoker.com/?key=MDAwMDA1MjQwMDAwMjc3QTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDA-


Appendix D

Recommended Poker Books

Super System II -  by Doyle Brunson

Tournament Poker I, II, III – by Dan Harrington

Poker Theory – by Sklansky

Winning Low Limit Poker – by Lee Jones

Visit this collection of Poker Books for more great reading.

Table of Contents  ------  Full Tilt Poker  -   Poker Stars  -  Poker.com  -  Ultimatebet  -  CarbonPoker

http://www.texasholdem-sites.com/pokerbooks.html
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1
http://www.ultimatebet.com/index.html?ubAffilID=1939
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0f535133a092db74fe/
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1
http://www.pokerstars.com/?source=texasholdem-sites.com
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1
http://www.fulltiltpoker.com/?key=MDAwMDA1MjQwMDAwMjc3QTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMDA-
http://www.pokercs.com/_4507124875a58f0fe4b6002f06212308/1


Appendix E

Online Poker Sites

Poker Stars – home of several World Series of Poker* champions - 2003 champ Chris Moneymaker, 2004 
champ Greg Raymer and 2005 champ Joe Hachem. Huge selection of tournaments with a wide range of buy-in 
amounts.  You can also enter the many WSOP* satellites for as little as $2.

Full Tilt Poker – is a popular site that runs a huge selection of tournaments.  They are known for  their 
WSOP* satellites tournaments.  For the past few years they have run a promotion that pays $10 million to the 
winner of the World Series of Poker* in addition to the World Series main event grand prize of $10 million...that's 
a $20 million win.

Carbon Poker - CarbonPoker.com is a free online poker community. They offer a variety of poker games and 
tournaments, including Texas Hold’em and Omaha.  

Ultimate Bet Poker – offering a 100% sign up bonus, up to $650.

Other Poker links

TexasHoldem-Sites.com – online poker resource with lots of poker articles, World Series history, player 
profiles, site reviews, poker facts, home tournament info

Free Poker Online – poker blog, articles, tips and all things poker related.

OfficialPartyCodes.com– online poker bonus codes for various poker rooms, free bonus information.

HomePokerTournament1.blogspot.com – setup your own home poker game with the information on this blog. 
Site has some interesting downloads for your game.  

USFriendlyPokerRooms.blogspot.com - Listing of online poker rooms accepting poker players from the 
United States.  The sites are also offering the same bonus to all players.

Rules of Poker – complete Roberts Rules of playing poker.  

*World Series of Poker and WSOP are trademarks of Harrah's License Company, LLC ("Harrah's"). Harrah's does 
not sponsor or endorse, and is not associated or affiliated with, www.texasholdem-sites.com or its products,  
services, promotions or tournaments. 
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